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Acts 11:23

‘When he (Barnabas) arrived and saw what the
grace of God had done, he was glad and
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord
with all their hearts.’

That was the text used by Archbishop Maclagan,
then Archbishop of York, for his sermon at the
consecration of the St Barnabas Church building on
the 19" November 1892. | guess if Barnabas was
to survey what the grace of God has done in and
through the people of St Barnabas church over the
past 125 years that would also gladden his heart.

| feel sure too that he would encourage us to
remain true to the Lord with all our hearts. The
Christian way is not a quick sprint to perfection,
prosperity and peace but a discipleship for life — life
in all its fullness.

The world seems a much more uncertain and
insecure place than it was just 10 years ago.
There’s talk of us living in the ‘post truth’ era. It’s
no coincidence that this follows on the heels of
what was called the ‘post Christian’ era. National
and international politics are going through a sea



change. Perhaps
it is too early to
say that we are
witnessing  the
beginnings of the
death throes of
Western cultural
dominance,  but
its clear that
nothing can be
taken for granted.

The place of St

Barnabas Church in the
community of Linthorpe and
Ayresome is not what it was back
in the Victorian era of
Middlesbrough’s heyday.
Christianity is no longer
considered the default religion of
the English people.

The vast majority of funerals do
not now go automatically to the
Church of England, Roman
Catholic or other Christian clergy.
Secular and civic funerals are
increasingly popular. | wonder,
however, if this is more a
reflection of people’s increased
suspicion of institutional authority
(why should the church tell us
what to believe!) than outright
atheism.  (Ask people if they
believe in an ‘after life’ and you
may gain an insight into an abiding
folk religion.)

Back in 1892 no one could have
predicted two world wars, the

cold war, the great depression, the
atomic bomb or the rise in brutal
terrorism. Nor could they have
foreseen the vast improvements in
health care, education and living
standards we enjoy — or the way
the motor car and computers have
so changed our lifestyles.

It would be a fool who would
venture to prophesy the changes
the next 125 years will bring.
Whatever those changes may be
we can do no better than to serve
God in our generation and to
remain true to the Lord with all
our hearts.

Throughout this year we will be
celebrating this major anniversary
of the church in a whole variety of
ways. May prayer and worship of
our ever faithful Lord be at the
heart of it all.

Erik



Dementia Friendly Carol Service

The Dementia Friendly carol service
was a great success, over 90 people
attended including dementia
sufferers, carers and volunteers |
from other churches as well as
helpers from St. Barnabas. Radio
Tees came along and featured the
service twice.

Rev. Jen Croft took the service very
sensitively and invited people to
take nativity figures out of her memory boxes and place on a table.

We had lots of well known carols and this was followed by a lovely
afternoon tea, with the tea, coffee and tons of biscuits provided by Marks &
Spencer and £250 was given by Ageing Better Middlesbrough to buy the
sandwiches, sausage rolls, mince pies, Christmas crackers and everything
else.

A big thank you to all who helped, furniture removers, tea makers,
waitresses, welcomers, cleaners, sound desk, whatever you did THANK
YOU!

Ann Self

Barbara MacDonald

Barbara’s death following a brief illness was a great shock to her family and
friends. Barbara had a firm Christian faith which she expressed in
compassionate service. She and her husband Jack had fostered very young
babies through the Church of England Children’s Society. Following Jack’s
untimely death Barbara worked at Marks and Spencer’s in town. On her
retirement she did voluntary work at Teesside Hospice — first on the
reception and latterly in the shop. She fulfilled this work with dedication
and commitment for over 20 years. We thank God for her and pray for
Sue and David and all Barbara’s family.
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Sunday 1st January 8 a.m. Holy Communion
9.30 a.m. Morning Praise
11.15 a.m. All Age Praise Together
No evening service
Week beginning 1st Janudife groups meet
Monday 2nd January No Welcome Break
Sunday 8th January Start Course, 3.30 pm in the narthex
Monday 9th January Welcome Break, 10 a.&2 noon in the narthex
PCC meets, 7.15 pm in the Reid Room
Wednesday 11th JanuaryGoing Deeper, 7.30 p.m. in the narthex
Week beginning 15th Janu#eygroups meet
Monday 16th January =~ Welcome Break, 10 &.&2 noon in the narthex
Prayer team meets, 7.30 pm in the Reid Room
Monday 23rd January =~ Welcome Break, 10 .2 noon in the narthex

Friday 27th January Lydia group meets, 2 pm in the Reid Room
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Funerals at St Barnabas

29t h Novembeatari e Hudson aged 78
5th DecemberMary Barbara Magkdn3I7d

Funerals at the Crematorium

2nd DecemberJoan Jones aged 87
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