
 

 

The preacher and writer Tim Keller recently 

tweeted: 

‘God doesn’t tell Moses, “Tell them, I am what you 

want.”  He says, “Tell them, ‘I am what I am.’” 

He also, in a paper outlining the changes that take 

place as a church grows, noted this: 

‘The larger the church – the more planning and 

organization must go into events.  More lead time 

is necessary to communicate well.  A higher quality 

of production in general is expected in a larger 

church and therefore events cannot simply be just 

“thrown together.”’  - ‘The more high quality 

aesthetics must be present.’ – ‘The larger the 

church, the more the music becomes an attractor 

on its own.’ 

A consequence of this tendency is that the larger 

the church the more people may be inclined to 

relate to it as consumers, rather than as 

worshippers committed to a fellowship.  They 

come along because they like the ambience and the 
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music; they find the experience 

uplifting – entertaining even.  But if 

they have ‘something better’ to 

do, or they would rather simply 

have a lie in, then they will give 

church a miss for that week.  It 

isn’t commitment that gets them 

there, but consumer choice. 

Such choice may be exercised in 

other ways too.  For example, 

some may choose to attend 

services on some Sundays of the 

month and not others because the 

services on those other Sundays, 

‘don’t suit them’. 

And of course, the larger the 

church, the less those who attend 

will be missed.  Their absence may 

not even be noticed in the same 

way as it would be in a smaller 

church, where everyone knows 

everyone else. 

Statistics and anecdotal evidence 

would suggest that, in general in 

the UK, those who habitually 

attended church twice on a Sunday 

are more inclined now to attend 

once; those who attended three 

or four times a month attend two 

or three times and so on.  This can 

partly be explained by the fact that 

more people have family who live 

in another part of the country and 

so weekends are spent elsewhere 

than in our home town.  That is 

understandable.  But how many 

attend church elsewhere when 

they are out of town on a Sunday? 

The real concern here is not just 

what this makes church – a 

consumer choice – but what it 

m ak e s  u s  –  c on su m e r s .  

Consumers who may not 

necessarily seek ‘the God we 

want’ (because we’re worth it?), 

but who will seek God when we 

want; when it suits us, when there 

is nothing more attractive on offer. 

Some will cry that you don’t have 

to be in church to worship God.  

Indeed, Romans 12 says the whole 

of our lives should be an act of 

spiritual worship.  But I would 



 

 

suggest that we are far more likely 

to worship God with our lives if 

we make a priority of gathering 

with his people to worship him on 

Sundays.  Our Sunday priorities 

may reveal more about our life 

priorities than we are comfortable 

to acknowledge. 

As sons and daughters of the 

living, ‘I am what I am’ God, we 

are called to much more than 

consumerism.  Consumerism is 

essentially an individual pursuit.    

We are not isolated individuals, as 

Archdeacon Sam reminded us so 

powerfully recently.  We are the 

body of Christ, and each of us is 

called to play our unique part in 

building up the body.  We belong 

to one another and have a 

responsibility to each other.  We 

thrive and flourish, not when we 

get everything we want, even the 

god we want, but when we are in 

right relationship with the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and with each other. 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul 

paints a wonderful picture of what 

the church should be.  The late 

John Stott entitled his commentary 

on Ephesians, ‘God’s new Society’.  

We are God’s new society.  Our 

life together should challenge the 

consumerism and individualism of 

Western culture.  We do a great 

disservice to God and to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ 

when we make even our worship a 

consumer choice.  That is not why 

Christ died, nor why he gives gifts 

to his church. 

‘So Christ himself gave the 

apostles, the prophets,  the 

evangelists,  the pastors and 

teachers, to equip his people 

for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach 

unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of 

G o d  a n d  b e c o m e 

mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness 

of Christ.’        Ephesians 4:11-13 

God does not pander to our 

choices, but calls us to worship 

and equips us for service. 

Erik 

 

 

Archbishop’s mission 
to Middlesbrough  

The Archbishop of York’s visit to 

us on the 12th November is part of 

a weekend mission he is planning 

in Middlesbrough.  He will preach 

at our 9-30 service on that 

morning, but as it is Remembrance 

Sunday he will have to leave us in 

order to preach at the service at 



 

 

the Cenotaph, which begins at 10.45.  He will not, therefore, be at our 

11.15 service. 

There will be other opportunities, however, for us to engage with this 

mission.  A full programme will be published shortly, but in the meantime 

please note there will be a Men’s Breakfast at the Fork in the Road on the 

morning of Saturday 11th November.  It provides an opportunity for us men 

to invite friends who would not normally come to church. 

On Sunday afternoon we will be hosting, ‘tea with the Archbishop’ at St 

Barnabas – another opportunity for us to invite friends and family along to 

hear the Archbishop. 

It is vitally important that we see these events as an opportunity for 

outreach, and not a time for Christians simply to celebrate together and 

enjoy the Archbishop’s presence with us.  As spaces to the breakfast and 

tea will be limited, please only come along if you are bringing someone who 

does not normally come to church. 

Prayer cards will also be available soon, but please don’t wait for them 

before you begin praying for this! 

Erik 

 

 

 

Margaret Wood 
Margaret was a lovely character.  She always seemed to have a quiet smile 

on her face and was consistently very friendly.  Margaret had been a 

member of St Barnabas church since infancy and had lived in the village until 

failing health necessitated her going into a home in Guisborough.  Margaret 

was 39 years old when she married Harry, who sadly died just 17 years 

later.  She had no children but was close to her nieces and great nephews 

and nieces, particularly Dawn.  We thank God for all Margaret gave to us 

and for her example of constancy in the faith. 



 

 

Rachel Grandey 

Update and visit 
For the past few years Rachel Grandey, 

who grew up at St Barnabas, has been 

teaching English, discipling young 

Christians and sharing our good news in 

South-East Asia. Rachel is currently back in 

the UK on home leave, and will be visiting 

Middlesbrough in October. As the PCC 

approved a proposal for St Barnabas to be Rachel's Sending Church at its 

September meeting, we will be holding commissioning services for Rachel 

to send her back out to South-East Asia with God's blessing and our 

prayers for her next 3-year term.  

There will also be a number of opportunities during October to hear 

Rachel preach and share both stories of her work to date and her vision for 

the future, as well as to explore how we as a church family can best 

support her in her ministry. The details for each event are listed below, and 

we do hope that as many as possible will be able to hear from Rachel during 

the next month. If you have any questions or would like more information 

about Rachel's visit, please speak to Naomi or Cameron Smith. Thank you 

for your ongoing support! 

Sunday 15th October, 4pm - 5:30pm in the narthex: An opportunity 

over tea and cake for those with a particular interest in Rachel's work to 

hear from her, pray for her and explore with her how we as her Sending 

Church family can best support her in practical ways over the next 3 years. 

Sunday 15th October, 6:30pm: Rachel will share an update on her 

work as part of the evening service. 

Wednesday 18th October, 9:30am: Rachel will preach at the 

Wednesday morning Communion Service 

Sunday 29th October, 9:30am and 11:15am: Rachel's Commissioning 

Services, at which she will preach, share stories of God at work, and be 

sent out by us to continue fulfilling her calling. As her Sending Church 

family, we will have the opportunity at these services to affirm our  

commitment to supporting Rachel over the next 3 years. 



 

 
 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

We will be collecting for the Foodbank at our Harvest 

Thanksgiving services on Sunday 8th October at 9.30 

and 11.15 a.m.,  Here is a full list of items needed for the 

Foodbank: 

Milk (UHT or powdered) 

Sugar (500g) 

Fruit juice (carton) 

Soup 

Pasta sauces  

Sponge pudding (tinned) 

Tomatoes (tinned) 

Cereals 

 

After the morning services there will be Lunch Together in the hall. Please 

sign the list in the porch and come along to share fellowship together. 

Rice pudding (tinned) 

Tea Bags/instant coffee 

Instant mash potato 

Rice/pasta 

Tinned meat/fish 

Tinned fruit 

Jam 

Biscuits or snack bars  

Armchair Keep Fit 
This starts on Tuesday 10th October, 10—11 am in the hall. See Chris 

McGregor or Anne Salter for more details. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊǎ 

Wedding 

23rd September  Brian Paterson and Sandra Radcliffe 

 

Funerals at St Barnabas 

13th September  Margaret Wood  aged 93 

19th September  John Lappin   aged 76 



 

 

Father Terry Leathley, from South Bank, presented his 

vision for a coffee van to develop links in some of the 

estates in his parish. The PCC were keen to look at 

ways of supporting this work.  

Barbara Edwards and Becky Selmer, ministry leaders for administration and 

communication reported on the action plan, including the use of Planning 

Center Online for service planning and rotas and plans for a new 

noticeboard on St Barnabas Road. 

The Churchwardens reported on the buildings, including a discussion of 

the need for repairs to the church roof. 

The PCC agreed that Big Kids should run the Shine Party and two other 

family events as a pilot, for an ongoing monthly family event. 

The PCC will meet with the Bishop and Archdeacon on Sunday 1st 

October as part of the process of the appointment of a new incumbent. 

 

PCC in September 

 

Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra  
Saturday 14th October 2017, 7.30pm Teesside High School 

Conductor: Ian Denley 

Soloist: Barbara White 

FAMILY FAVOURITES  

Rossini: William Tell Overture 

Schumann: Piano Concerto in A Minor, Op. 54 

Berlioz: Symphonie Fantastique Op. 14 

Tickets:  £10  /  Under 18: FREE  

available from orchestra members, at the door, via our website at 

www.clevelandphil.org.uk, or on www.wegottickets.com  

http://www.clevelandphil.org.uk
http://www.wegottickets.com
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Week beginning 1st October Life groups meet 

Monday 2nd October  Welcome Break meets, 10 amð12 noon in church 

Thursday 5th October  Menôs Fellowship meets, 2 pm in the narthex 

Friday 6th October  Friends of Barneyôs Coffee morning, 10 amð12 noon         

    in church 

    Celebration Service for the gifts of older people, 2.30 pm 

    in church 

Sunday 8th October  Harvest Thanksgiving, 9.30 am and 11.15 am 

    Lunch Together, 12.30 pm in the church hall 

Saturday 14th October  Cleveland Archdeaconry Day, 10.30 amð3.30 pm  

    Family Ceilidh, 6ð9 pm in the church hall 

Week beginning 15th October Life groups meet 

Monday 16th October  Welcome Break meets, 10 amð12 noon in church 

Thursday 19th October  Menôs Fellowship meets, 2 pm in the narthex 

Monday 23rd October  Welcome Break meets, 10 amð12 noon in church 

Friday 27th October  Lydia Group meets, 2 pm in the Reid Room 

Saturday 28th October  Handelôs Messiah, 7 pm in church 

Week beginning 29th October Life groups meet 

Monday 30th October  Welcome Break meets, 10 amð12 noon in church 

Tuesday 31st October  Shine party   

 

Diary 


